
 

WHAT ARE FIVE BENEFITS OF A 

PRIVATE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION? 

 

The decision of where and how to educate your child can be overwhelming with all of the options 

available to families today!  Often, the choice is determined by academic challenge, cost, value 

system, safety, location, and learning environment.  What makes private Christian education in the 

southern Maine and eastern New Hampshire areas an option you should consider as you evaluate 

schools this year?  Here are just a few benefits: 

 

Benefit #1.  Academic Excellence 

In light of the current economic and job markets, the key questions on parents' minds (even parents 

of young children!) are "Will this school help my child get into a good college?" and "Will my 

child succeed academically, receive scholarship money for college, and be prepared for college 

classes?"  Ultimately, you want your child to have the best opportunities to be successful on their 

own, earn their own paycheck, and grow as an independent adult! 

Private schools typically offer challenging academic curriculum and demand more 

rigorous standards for graduation. These standards, "requiring students to complete high-level, 

challenging courses and pushing students to strive and excel in their work, is a central schooling 

component that many experts recommend" according to The Condition of Education report from 

the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).  In general, private school students score 

higher on standardized achievements tests and college entrance exams such as the SAT and ACT. 

A June 2002 NCES report found that students who had completed 8th grade or higher in a private 

school were “twice as likely as other students to graduate from college as a young adult.”  The 

National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988 shows that, “Students who had attended private 

school in 8th grade were twice as likely as those who had attended public school to have completed 

a bachelor's or higher degree by their mid-20s (52 versus 26 percent) and far less likely to have 

had no postsecondary education.” 

In an August 2012, Work and Education Gallup Poll, 78% of Americans (80% of parents of school-

age children) say "children educated in private schools receive an excellent or good education," 

more than parochial, charter, home, or public schools.  Gallup asked Americans to rate the quality 

of education U.S. children receive in various types of schools based on what they have heard or 

their experiences. 

Bottom line?  Private college preparatory schools provide a college preparatory course of study, 

equipping students with the knowledge, skills, and experiences needed to be successful in 

college.  Typically, private schools require a greater course load, higher quality of work, and 



special prerequisites for graduation such as community service, physical education, and fine arts 

participation.  This combination results in a greater level of student performance and a well-

rounded high school experience - just what colleges are looking for!  If this is an environment 

where you think your child can succeed and get the help he needs if he struggles, then a private 

Christian education could be the right fit for you! 

 

Benefit #2.  Positive Learning Environment 

Private schools have the advantage of smaller class sizes, smaller enrollment, and lower 

student/teacher ratios than public schools.  Private schools in southern Maine and western New 

Hampshire normally have classrooms that house 15 or fewer students per kindergarten classroom, 

16-18 students in lower elementary classrooms, and a maximum of 22 students per secondary 

classroom. 

What does this mean for your child?  Smaller private school classroom size enables teachers and 

students to have a closer working relationship (they really get to know each other!) allowing 

individualized attention and enhanced learning which raises student achievement and 

scores.  Smaller classroom settings help promote teachers’ commitment to collaborative work and 

to support the development of a “professional community of learners”.  Students in smaller classes 

have more opportunities to seek help for academic problems, participate in class discussion, and 

give the teacher an insight into your child’s specific strengths and weaknesses.  

 

Benefit #3:  Community 

A private school can offer an immediate community of families who share common values, 

interests, goals, and beliefs.  This new community allows parents to be connected with other 

parents, families, teachers, and staff and be more involved in school events, policies, and learn and 

grow with others.  The importance of serving a local community (service-learning) is emphasized 

in private schools.  A set number of community service hours are usually required for graduation. 

How does service-learning and community benefit your child and family?  This "value-added" 

approach to education will help your child improve academically, develop his higher-order 

thinking skills (i.e. analysis, problem solving, decision-making), and strengthen ties to his school, 

community, and society.  As your child serves her community, she will develop values of caring 

and concern, hard work, gratefulness, and leadership. She might find future career options or areas 

of further study through community involvement.  

 

Benefit #4:  School Safety and Discipline 

A safe environment where students can learn and excel is of great importance to many parents 

considering where to educate their children.  Reports by the NCES and the Bureau of Justice 

Statistics, and a private study by the Horatio Alger Association have found that private school 



students are significantly more likely than others to feel safe and be safe in their schools.  Private 

school students are generally less fearful about their daily safety. 

Private schools emphasize discipline and teach children self-control and personal 

responsibility.  The Condition of Education report states that, “Private school teachers were more 

likely than public school teachers to say that they had a lot of influence on setting student 

performance standards (63 versus 38 percent) and on student discipline policy (48 versus 30 

percent).”  Stricter disciplinary policies allow teachers and staff to correctly handle any major 

problems quickly and effectively, making the classroom free of distractions.  

What are the greatest factors in creating a safe environment?  School size, smaller class size, and 

low student/teacher ratio are important pieces in developing this safe environment.  Be sure and 

ask what security measures are in place at the campus (at the door, on the grounds) and what the 

disciplinary policies are. Your child will feel less fearful about their daily safety and be able to 

focus on learning in a distraction-free classroom! 

 

Benefit #5:  Focus on Values 

Are you looking for a school that focuses on the values that are important to your family?  One of 

the greatest benefits of a private Christian education is the commitment to providing instruction 

from a biblical, Christ-centered worldview.  Biblical truths are infused into the academic lesson 

plans that help expose God's truth and help students make the connection between the pieces of 

life and God's larger frame of reference.  

How will Christian values shape my child's future?  The spiritual freedom of praying in school, 

reading the Bible, and discovering Christ in all subject classes will provide your child with a solid 

biblical foundation that will last an eternity. 

The benefits are apparent: strong academics, a positive learning environment, a sense of 

community, safety, discipline, and a focus on the values important to your family - discover for 

yourself the benefits of a private Christian education! 

 


