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   Private Christian Day School, Grades K - 12 

 Non-residential school in a small town in southern Maine 

 Home-school friendly 

 

   

GENERAL 

INFORMATION 

  Established 2016 

 High School courses leading to a recognized High School 

Diploma 

 Latin Honors and GPA 

 Located 42.1 miles SW of Portland, Maine 

 Located 46 miles NNW of Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

 Academic Calendar: 4 quarters = 2 semesters; 156 days = 936 

instructional hours annually 

 Student-Teacher Ratio: 3:1 

 

   

CLASSICAL 

CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION 

 Students are capable of achieving much more than is commonly thought, and 

therefore a Classical Christian school has high expectations for student 

learning. Students learn to love the subjects that their teachers love and the 

instructors strive to set an example for their students to follow. Students with 

a Classical Christian education experience the personal satisfaction that is 

inherent in mastering a difficult task.  

 

A classical education develops skills to equip students to be lifetime learners 

by teaching them that every subject is comprised of certain defining facts 

with an orderly organization of the information, and a concise and persuasive 

way in which to present the acquired material. This method of instruction 

has been in use for hundreds of years, and is the means which produced most 

of history's great thinkers; it is the new "old-way" of educating students with 

a long history of success. Graduates are familiar with and are well-versed in 

reading, writing, Latin, logic, math, history, science, rhetoric and the fine arts 

resulting in gracious, knowledgeable and thoughtful men and women. 

  

A Classical Christian education is a Christ-centered education. It teaches all 

subjects based upon the principle that God is the Creator of all that exists, 

and therefore all knowledge is interrelated and points back to Him. Biblical 

standards of conduct are applied to all areas of school life, acknowledging 

that Jesus Christ is Lord of all.  
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Trinity Christian Academy is a community of parents and teachers who share 

a commitment for teaching children to love learning and growing in 

godliness. Smaller class sizes ensure that teachers know their students and 

are better able to serve them and their needs individually. Students know that 

they are loved and that they are not just another face in the crowd, while 

openly manifesting deep appreciation and respect for their parents and 

teachers.  

 

Trinity Christian Academy acknowledges that God has given parents the 

responsibility for the education of their children and that the school instructs 

those students under the parent's delegated authority. Most graduates remain 

faithful to Christ even through college and have a heart to serve others.  

 

   

ACCREDITATION  As a private Christian school in the State of Maine, we are not required to 

hold any regional or state accreditation for curriculum or certification of 

teachers. However all of our teachers are degreed and have years of teaching 

experience. As a relatively new school we are not yet ready to apply for or 

to seek accreditation at this time. It is our expectation in the next few years 

to seek and obtain accreditation from the ACSI, which accreditation is 

accepted locally, regionally, nationally and internationally. 

 

   

AFFILIATION  Member, ACSI (Association of Christian Schools International) 

Member, CLSA (Classical Latin Schools Association) 

Member, NSDA (National Speech and Debate Association) 

Member, NCSAA (National Christian Schools Athletic Association) 

Member, MPA (Maine Principals Association) 

 

   

FAITH AFFILIATION  Christian. We are an inter-denominational Christian school which is 

traditional, orthodox, conservative and Biblically-centered, and we are open 

to all students, family and staff who subscribe to our Statement of Faith and 

who maintain an active and participating membership in a local like-minded 

Christian church or parish.  

 

   

NON- 

DISCRIMINATION 

POLICY 

 Trinity Christian Academy admits students of any race, color, national and 

ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 

accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate 

on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in the administration of 

its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, 

and athletic and other school-administered programs. 

 

   

COMMUNITY 

PROFILE / 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

 Trinity Christian Academy is located in the town of Shapleigh in southern 

York County, Maine, serving students living in the areas of York and 

Cumberland counties in Maine and in Strafford and Rockingham counties in 

New Hampshire. The area is a combination of suburban and urban residential 

homes with several small, locally owned and operated farms. The population 

is approximately 85% white, 90% high school and college graduates, with 

and average median income of about $57,000. 
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SCHOOL 

PROFILE 

 

Trinity Christian Academy is a small, private, Christian School serving 

students in grades K-12. We operate on a multi-level classroom system with 

a small student-teacher ratio of 3:1. We are recognized by the Department of 

Education for the State of Maine as “a private school providing equivalent 

instruction”, thus meeting the requirements set by the state for both 

attendance purposes and curriculum equivalence. Our curriculum is 

primarily a college preparatory course, allowing for some students to pursue 

a more general course and also for some vocational-technical training. We 

provide for individualized instruction for both remedial as well as for gifted 

or advanced-learning students when possible. Students are able to access 

various additional courses and are able to engage in athletic pursuits via the 

local community and through the public school systems. Dual enrollment is 

available to qualified students primarily via the York County Community 

College, the University of Southern Maine, and the University of New 

England. We have secured various “community partners” who have assisted 

us to expand our curriculum by permitting our student to access their 

facilities for swimming, weight lifting, horseback riding, archery, 

skateboarding, and bowling activities. 

 

   

FACULTY 

PROFILE 

 The Faculty of Trinity Christian Academy consists of teachers and support 

staff who are experienced educators with multiple years of teaching 

experience. One educator holds a doctorate with 40+ years of teaching 

experience; one educator is certified in Early Childhood Education and has 

10+ years of teaching experience; two other educators hold undergraduate 

level degrees and have 13 and 18 years of teaching experience respectively. 

Our Office Manager holds a degree in psychology, one of our educational 

tutors is a former public school teacher and a second tutor is a Chiropractic 

doctor with advanced college degrees in math and science, while a third tutor 

is an accountant who teaches our students accounting, business and 

consumer math. Our staff is also supplemented with other professionals who 

conduct various elective classes and who possess degrees, experience or 

expertise in their respective subjects. 

 

   

ENROLLMENT 

DATA 

 Students at Trinity Christian Academy come to us primarily from the various 

public school systems, other private schools or from homeschooling 

backgrounds. Many have had previous unsuccessful educational experiences 

in their former educational settings and come to us for a new beginning. We 

meet each student where they are at educationally and encourage each 

student to attain their highest possible potential. No student who is serious 

about their schooling is refused entrance to TCA. 

 

    

BASIS FOR 

ADMISSION 

 All students who are committed to their studies and serious about their 

commitment to excellence in their educational pursuits, who are active and 

participating members of a local Christian Church that shares our religious 

principles and Statement of Faith, is welcome to become a part of Trinity 

Christian Academy. No deserving student will be refused entrance to TCA 

solely for financial reasons. 

   

APPLICATION 

PROCEDURE 

 Students and their families must complete the application form, sign the 

Statement of Faith and other required forms and must have Letters of 

Recommendation from their Pastor and from a former or current Teacher. 
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All families and students will also have a personal interview with TCA 

administrators 

   

ANNUAL COST  Tuition:         $2000 per student           Insurance:     $     5.00 per student 

Books:           $  400 per student           Testing:         $   10.00 per student 

Registration: $    25 per student           Electives:      $   60 / $30 per course 

Application: $     10 per student           Special Electives:   varies 

 

   

FINANCIAL AID   Payment Plans are available for all families 

 Discounts offered for early payments 

 Limited scholarships available as determined by the Board of 

Trustees 

 

   

MISSION  The mission of Trinity Christian Academy is to glorify God through the 

training and nurturing of students in their spiritual, academic, physical, 

emotional, and social development. This is achieved through a Christ-

centered, classical curriculum based upon Biblical truths and the classical 

approach to education, incorporating the knowledge of Latin, Grammar, 

Logic and Rhetoric into the curriculum, together with a dedication to 

maintaining high and challenging academic standards in all subjects which 

leads to the formation of the Christian character of each student, clear 

critical-thinking, a Christian world-view, and the academic excellence 

required of each scholar. God's character imparts to each student wisdom, 

knowledge, and love, and our teachers strive to nurture the same by 

producing students who value and love the pursuit of knowledge and treasure 

the experience of fulfilling their goals and achieving excellence and integrity 

in their studies, thus helping our school family to develop a commitment to 

Christ and a view of the communities in which we live, that will impact the 

world for Christ. 

 

   

VISION  Trinity Christian Academy seeks to offer a classical Christian curriculum, 

utilizing interest-based learning, to both full-time students and to Christian 

Homeschoolers. The school is interdenominational, and is open to staff and 

students from any and all orthodox Christian churches. 

 

   

PHILOSOPHY  First, a commitment to Christian unity. Trinity Christian Academy is based 

upon the basic and commonly held core teachings and historic fundamental 

principles of the Christian Faith, found and recorded in the Sacred Scriptures, 

God’s Holy and inspired Word. ▪ Second, a deep respect for the authority of 

parents and their duty to direct their children's education. ▪ Third, a 

commitment to strong academic excellence. ▪ Fourth, a deep concern for the 

students as individuals. ▪ Fifth, a commitment to ensuring that a proper sense 

of fairness and equity are observed in all aspects of the school’s life and 

activities. ▪ Sixth, a firm belief that there needs to be a strong bond between 

school, church, home and community.  

 

   

PRINCIPLES  Trinity Christian Academy believes in using the children's God-given 

strengths and talents at each stage of growth to help them learn:   

 Young children enjoy memorizing, singing and rhymes, so a solid 

foundation is laid in each subject of study at this age; 
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  Elementary school children learn best by interacting and 

discovering answers to questions and delight in developing a new 

understanding of the things around them and acquiring new skills 

and confidence in their abilities;  

 Junior high students are naturally inquisitive, so we develop their 

ability to reason and discern truth;  

 High school students want to talk, so we teach them how to 

present their ideas persuasively.  

 

 The result is a graduate that knows what he/she believes and why, and who 

can positively impact the community around them. 

 

   

CURRICULUM  Most of our courses are taught on a 3 or 4 year cycle, meaning that each 

subject listed is taught but not all subjects are taught each year, but are 

arranged over the course of the cycle to meet the needs of our students during 

the course of their high school years. 

 

English Grammar, Format Writing, Literary Analysis, 

Research Paper, Creative Writing 

 

Literature Introduction, World, American, English 

 

Math Pre-Algebra, Algebra 1, Algebra 2, Geometry, Pre-

Calculus, Calculus, Probabilities and Statistics, 

Trigonometry, Business Math, Consumer Math, 

Accounting 

 

History/Social 

Studies 

Geography, Civics, Ancient History, World History, 

Western Civilization, American History, Modern 

World History, Current Events, Government, Maine 

and State Studies 

 

Science General, Earth, Physical, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 

Life Science, Marine Science, Anatomy & Physiology, 

Astronomy 

 

Phys Ed / Health Phys Ed, Health, Horseback Riding, Archery, 

Skateboarding, Skiing, Ski-boarding, Winter Sports, 

Bowling, Self-Defense, Martial Arts, Weight-lifting 

 

Voc-Tech Computer Studies, Web Design, Digital Presentation, 

Graphic Design, Desktop Publishing, Keyboarding, 

Data Base, Spreadsheet, Woodworking, Photography, 

Culinary Arts, Cooking & Baking, Computer Game 

Programming, Forensic Science 

 

Humanities / 

Fine Arts 

Speech & Debate, Art (Oil painting, Watercolors, 

Mixed Medium, Pen & Ink, Painting without Brushes), 

Art Appreciation, Art Forms, Fiber Art, Music 

Appreciation, Music Theory, Music Performance, 

Instrumental instruction, Guitar, Choral, Chant, 

Drama, Theater, Shakespeare, Heraldry & Genealogy, 

Gaelic Studies, Psychology, Logic, Constitutional Law 
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Languages Latin, French, Spanish, American Sign Language, 

Greek, Hebrew 

 

Theology Bible, Christian Studies, Christian Classica, 

Philosophy, Ethics, Apologetics, Morals, Comparative 

Religion 

 

Life Skills Resume writing; employment applications; 

employment interviewing; buying a car; understanding 

and purchasing automobile insurance; automotive 

maintenance and repairs; budgeting and shopping 

skills; personal economics, credit and credit cards, 

critical thinking; etiquette, conversation and manners; 

insurance; healthcare and health-care insurance; basic 

home repairs; time management 

 

On-Going 

Awareness 

Alcohol, Tobacco; Addictions; Choices and Decisions; 

Inter-personal Relationships; Violence and Bullying; 

Responsible gun ownership 

 

Electives Can be chosen from any of the above course or from 

other courses that may be offered throughout the school 

year. 

 

  Independent 

Study 

Students are also encouraged to pursue Independent 

Study projects which combine classwork, a project of 

study conducted under the guidance of an outside 

mentor and the presentation of the completed study 

project to both the mentor and the educational staff of 

TCA. 

 

   

CORE VALUES  Knowledge (Colossians 1: 10) ; Honor (John 5: 23) ; Truth (John 8: 32) ; 

Wisdom (Proverbs 3: 13) ; Excellence (Philippians 4: 8) ; Integrity (1 Chronicles 

29: 17) . 

 

   

EXPECTED TCA  

SCHOOL-WIDE 

LEARNING RESULTS  

and the new  

STATE OF MAINE 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

 - School-wide Learning Results - 

Pursue academic excellence 

Reach out to others 

Involved Thinkers 

Developing Christians 

Effective Communicators 

- Maine Guiding Principles - 

Clear & effective communicators 

Self-directed & life-long learner 

Creative & practical problem solver 

Responsible and involved citizen 

Integrative & informed thinker 

 

   

TECHNOLOGY ON 

CAMPUS 

 10 station student computer lab; individual student Kindles 

Software applications: MS Office (Word, Excel, Power Point, Publisher), 

IXL, ThinkWave, Khan Academy, K-12, Typing Tutor 

   

GRADUATION 

REQUIREMENTS 

 In order to graduate from TCA students must earn a total of 32 credits; 

complete 80 hours of community service, half of which is for their home 

church (non-worship related), and half in direct service to the agency or 

organization they are volunteering for; and they must successfully complete 

a Senior Year Capstone Project to demonstrate their fulfillment of the new 

State of Maine Guiding Principles. The Capstone Project consists of:  

 a poster,  
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 a research paper,  

 a physical or performance project,  

 a media (Power-Point) presentation,  

 an oral presentation/demonstration of their project before a panel 

of 5 community judges external to the school,  

 a portfolio of all of their work,  

 a Question & Answer session with the judges of their project.  

 

Credits earned must be as follows: 

English: 5 credits           Math: 3 credits                Social Studies: 4 credits 

Science: 3 credits           Phys Ed: 2 credits           Voc-Tech: 1 credit 

Theology: 4 credits        Humanities: 4 credits      Language: 2 credits 

Electives: 4 credits 

 
Credits are based upon, equal or approximate a standard Carnegie Credit Unit. 
1 credit = year of study; ½ credit = 1 semester of study; ¼ credit = 1 quarter of study 

No partial credits awarded. Credits only awarded upon completion of the entire course. 

 

   

GRADING SYSTEM  Many students come to us with a previous unsuccessful experience from their 

previous school. In order to give them a positive start to making a good 

change and an incentive for positive self esteem, we start all of our students 

at the “A” level and they are encouraged to maintain this grade with effort 

and study. This is a standard school wide with all teachers participating. 

Progress Reports are distributed halfway through each Academic Quarter 

and Report Cards are distributed the Wednesday following the end of each 

Academic Quarter. Each student receives an academic grade, a conduct 

grade and an effort grade for each subject. 

 

90-100   A (+/-)   Passing 

80-89     B (+/-)   Passing 

70-79     C (+/-)   Passing 

60-69     D (+/-)   Failure (make up) 

0-59       F            Failure (repeat) 

 

Grades 

97 - 100 

93 – 96 

90 - 92 

GPA 

4.1 - 4.4 

3.7 – 4.0 

3.4 – 3.6 

Greek 

Summa 

Magna 

Cum 

 

   

TESTING RESULTS  The TerraNova3 is a series of tests that are nationally normed for assessing 

student performance at the various grade levels. It is a well-known and highly 

respected series of tests that is used by the vast majority of independent, 

private and Christian schools throughout the nation, in our Armed Forces 

Dependents' schools on the various military bases, and by the State of Alaska 

as its own statewide assessment test. It was formerly known as the California 

Achievement Test before its newest revision when it was renamed as the 

TerraNova. 

 

Trinity Christian Academy as a private Christian school in the State of Maine 

is not mandated to conduct annual standardized testing such as the NWEA 

(Maine), the NECAP (New Hampshire), or the MCAS (Massachusetts). 

However it was the decision of our own School Board of Trustees together 

with the school Administration that Trinity Christian Academy would 

administer the TerraNova3 series of standardized tests to all of our students. 

The reasons for this decision were threefold. 

 

Our goal in administering the TerraNova3 was not test student performance 

for the sake of testing but to assess our own school and its performance. Our 

three goals were: 
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1.) To assess our school's curriculum to discover our strengths and 

weaknesses in order to maintain and/or improve it in accordance with our 

principle of providing high quality of education for our students. 

2.) To ensure that our students were indeed receiving/exceeding the quality 

of education required by the State and necessary for entrance into college 

and advanced programs of education. 

3.) To provide the parents of our students and the parents/family of any future 

or prospective students with visible and tangible evidence and proof that their 

children were in fact receiving the education we claim to provide, without 

the parents having to rely solely upon our word for such a fact. 

 

 
 

   

STUDENT LIFE  High School Dinner-Prom               Operation Christmas Child 

Class Rings                                      Shapleigh Food Pantry 

Spirit Week Celebrations                 Local Nursing Home Ministry 

   

STUDENT SERVICES  Guidance, Counseling Services, College & Career Preparation,  

Test Preparation (SAT/ACT/PSAT/NMSQT/AccuPlacer) 

   

ATHLETICS  Intra-mural, Sanford-Springvale Youth Athletic Association, Local Schools 

(Swimming, Lacrosse, Basketball), Horseback Riding, Bowling, 

Skateboarding, YMCA (swimming, weight-lifting), Archery. 

   

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

 E-Mail: tcaofmaine@gmail.com 

Phone:  207-370-9885 

The Most Reverend Edward J. Ford, T.O.R., Headmaster 

P.O. Box 515, Shapleigh, Maine 04076 

 

   
 


